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SERMON. 


JUDGES,  V,  7. 

UNTIL  THAT  I  DEBORAH  AROSE,  THAT  I  AROSE  A  MOTHER  IN 

ISRAEL. 

Dear  Brethren: 

In  every  age,  the  world  has  been  greatly 
indebted  to  the  patience,  wisdom,  perseverance, 
piety,  and  even  courage  and  prowess,  of  woman. 
When  the  counsel  of  man  has  been  at  fault, 
the  perception  of  woman  has  discovered  ex- 
pedients of  relief  and  progress.  When  the 
patience  of  the  sterner  sex  has  been  exhausted, 
then  the  calm  endurance,  and  the  cheering 
hopefulness,  of  his  feebler  associate,  have 
come  most  opportunely  to  his  aid.  Often, 
when  the  soul  of  proud  man  has  sunk  within 
him  by  reason  of  apparent  insuperable  obsta- 
cles and  unconquerable  enemies,  then  has  the 
humble   but   fervent   spirit    of   woman   risen, 


with  an  undaunted  heroism  that  has  shamed 
and  fired  the  pusillanimity  of  her  companion. 
And  on  unnumerable  occasions,  when  the  piety 
of  the  disciple  has  grown  cold,  and  sunk  into 
slumber,  the  fervent  devotion  and  activity  of 
godly  woman  has  been  the  safety  and  hope  of 
the  church.  Yes,  at  times  has  it  even  been 
seen,  that  when  the  brave  and  the  warlike 
retired  from  the  field,  or  hid  themselves  from 
observation,  the  dauntless  courage  of  woman 
stood  forth  leading  to  conflict  and  to  victory. 

Profane  history  bears  imposing  testimony 
to  the  heroism  of  woman ;  but  it  is  espe- 
cially on  the  record  of  holy  writ,  and  upon 
the  religious  interests  of  the  world,  that  her 
benign  and  blessed  influence  has  been  realized. 
What  high  purposes  has  she  inspired  !  What 
noble  deeds  has  she  done  !  How  many  a  pious 
wife  has  animated  the  courage,  and  sustained 
the  perseverance  of  her  husband,  in  his  efforts 
for  the  prosperity  of  Zion !  How  many  a 
pious  mother  has  kindled  a  holy  ambition  in 
the  souls,  and  cultivated  an  active  piety  in  the 
hearts  of  her  children,  who  have  afterwards 
become  distinguished  in  the  church !  Nay, 
more.     How  many  a  great-hearted  woman,  by 
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her  counsel  and  courage,  her  appeals  and  per- 
severance, has  overcome  the  fear  and  inaction 
of  the  stronger  sex,  and  provoked  their  courage 
and  emulation,  until  they  adopted  counsels  of 
high  emprise,  and  went  forth  to  deeds  of  noble 
daring  and  eminent  success,  in  the  Master's 
cause.  Behold,  as  a  bright  illustration  of 
these  statements,  Deborah,  the  wife  of  Lapi- 
doth,  a  princess  among  women,  "a  mother  in 
IsraeL"  In  the  eventful  period  of  this  eminent 
woman,  the  cause  of  national  existence  and 
liberty  among  the  tribes  of  Israel  had  assumed 
the  most  gloomy  and  hopeless  phase.  No 
more  did  a  cloud  by  day,  nor  a  fire  by  night, 
indicate  the  presence  of  God  among  their 
dwellings.  The  people  had  done  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  he  sold  them  into  the 
hand  of  Jabin,  the  king  of  Canaan ;  and 
Sisera,  a  proud  satrap,  ruled  over  them  with  a 
fierce  military  despotism.  The  chief  men,  the 
princes  of  Israel,  the  counselors,  and  mighty 
men  of  valor,  were  either  slain,  or  restrained 
by  fear.  Then  arose  Deborah,  the  prophetess, 
and  judged  Israel.  She  called  Barak,  the  son 
of  Abinoam,  to  her;  she  inspired  him  with 
courage ;  she  convinced  him  of  duty ;    at  his 


trembling  solicitation,  she  accompanied  him 
even  to  the  camp ;  she  prophesied  the  victory, 
and  sent  him  and  a  few  thousands  of  Naphtali 
and  Zebulon  to  the  battle  against  Sisera,  with 
his  countless  multitude  and  his  nine  hundred 
chariots  of  war ;  and  lo !  the  host  of  Sisera 
was  scattered  like  dust  before  the  wind,  and 
himself  lay  dead,  by  the  hand  of  Jael,  the 
brave  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite.  Then  this 
song  echoed  through  the  mountains  and  vales 
of  Judese :  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord,  for  the 
avenging  of  Israel !  Hear,  O  ye  kings ;  give 
ear,  0  ye  princes :  I,  even  I,  will  sing  unto  the 
Lord ;  I  will  sing  praise  unto  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel.  Lord,  when  thou  wentest  out  of  Seir, 
when  thou  marchedst  out  of  the  field  of  Edom, 
the  earth  trembled,  and  the  heavens  dropped, 
the  clouds  also  dropped  water.  The  mountains 
melted  from  before  the  Lord,  even  that  Sinai, 
from  before  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  villages  ceased,  they  ceased 
in  Israel,  until  that  I,  Deborah,  arose ;  that  I 
arose  a  mother  in  Israel." 

Dear  brethren,  what  exalted  ideas  of  woman's 
influence,  and  power,  and  value,  does  this  remi- 
niscence of  the  prophetess  of  Mount  Ephraim 


suggest  to  our  minds !  How  full  of  meaning 
and  impression  is  the  title  which  she  assumed 
and  bore  among  the  tribes :  A  mother;  a  mother 
in  Israel. 

Before  we  proceed  to  show  the  adaptation  of 
this  title,  to  the  eminent  member  of  this 
church  whose  death  and  excellence  we  intend 
this  discourse  to  illustrate,  let  us  note  the 
beautiful  sigoificance  of  this  title. 

A  mother :  How  many  tender  and  hallowed 
associations  cluster  around  the  blessed  name ! 
Mother !  Synonym  of  all  that  is  loving,  and 
patient,  and  tender,  and  self-sacrificing,  and 
immutable  in  benevolence,  and  care,  and  labor ! 
A  mother's  heart!  What  a  centre  and  home 
of  the  undying  fire  of  holy  affection,  from 
which  scintillations  of  light  continue  to  shoot 
out,  in  the  darkest  night  of  filial  ingratitude 
and  sin !  A  mother's  love !  Inexhaustible 
fountain  from  which  the  streams  of  gentleness 
and  piety  continue  to  flow,  when  all  around 
is  like  a  parched  wilderness  where  no  water  is. 

My  mother:  O  sound  that  vibrates  to  the 
depths  of  the  filial  heart,  and  wakes  images  of 
love,  and  memories  of  joys,  that  find  no  paral- 
lel in  the  subsequent   relations  of  life  !     My 


sainted  mother !  How  the  thought  draws  the 
soul  heavenward,  and  fills  it  with  pure  and 
holy  purposes.  My  mother  a  mother  in  Israel  ! 
How  proud,  and  how  dear  the  association! 
What  son  or  daughter  is  there,  who  can  forget 
her  counsels  or  depart  from  the  sacred  paths  in 
which  she  delighted  ? 

Let  us  note  some  of  the  leading  suggestions 
of  this  blessed  title,  a  mother  in  Israel. 

And  let  us  remark  first,  that  this  title  sug- 
gests the  fact  of  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  church  of  God.  A  mother  never 
fails  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  her  children.  Their  infant  wants;  their 
youthful  claims ;  their  mental  culture ;  their 
moral  principles ;  their  personal  habits ;  their 
social  relations;  their  business,  their  health, 
their  honor,  their  piety,  their  prospects ;  all 
weigh  upon  her  heart,  with  a  constant,  wel- 
come, cherished  pressure.  She  studies  their 
welfare  ;  she  provides  for  their  wants ;  she  sup- 
plies their  necessities ;  she  weeps  over  their 
sufferings;  she  counsels  their  perplexities;  she 
denies  herself  rest,  and  ease,  and  comforts, 
that  she  may  demonstrate  her  love  and  pro- 
mote  their  happiness.     There  is  not  an  event 


9 


in  their  history  that  does  not  stir  her  heart, 
nor  a  necessity  in  their  life,  that  does  not 
enlist  and  employ  her  hands. 

Even  such  is  the  profound  and  heartfelt  inte- 
rest of  the  mother  in  Israel,  in  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  church  of  God.  Her  heart  yearns, 
as  with  maternal  solicitude,  over  its  welfare  or 
its  woe.  She  watches  the  course  of  ecclesi- 
astical events.  She  meditates  on  the  dangers 
and  necessities  of  the  times.  She  studies  the 
plans  and  means  that  may  promote  the  progress 
of  religion.  She  is  ready  with  her  good  counsel 
to  aid  those  who  are  actively  engaged  in  the 
services  of  the  house  of  God.  She  exerts  her 
influence  on  the  men,  with  whom  she  is 
related,  to  press  them  forward  to  decisive  and 
vigorous  action.  She  encourages  the  rising 
resolve  of  liberality  in  advancing  religious 
objects  and  institutions,  even  when  it  may 
involve  some  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  herself 
and  family.  In  a  word,  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  his  church  stands  in  the  catalogue  of  her 
interests  and  necessities,  and  she  cries  with 
the  psalmist:  "If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem, 
let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning.  If  I  do 
not  remember  thee,    let  my  tongue  cleave    to 
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the  roof  of  my  mouth;  if  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem 
above  my  chief  joy." 

Secondly.  This  sacred  title,  A  Mother  in 
Israel,  suggests  a  strong  sympathy  in  the  de- 
pression or  affliction  of  the  church.  It  is  a 
notable  fact  in  the  exercises  of  the  maternal 
heart,  that  its  deepest  interest  is  awakened, 
and  its  warmest  feelings  are  kindled,  by  the 
misfortunes,  afflictions  and  sorrows  of  her 
children.  When  the  dark  clouds  of  adversity 
gather,  and  burst  upon  the  heads  of  her  off- 
spring, then  ordinary  feeling  settles  into  urgent 
anxiety;  then,  ordinary  assistance  becomes  ab- 
sorbing vigilance,  unrestrained  sacrifice.  She 
can  not  view  their  trials  with  indifference,  nor 
regard  their  sufferings  except  with  sleepless 
solicitude,  and  harrowing  sympathy.  Their 
shame  and  dishonor  are  her  bitter  grief;  their 
defeat  and  disappointment  are  her  burden  and 
distress.  If  she  rejoices  with  them  in  their 
'joy,  much  more  does  she  weep  with  them 
when  they  weep.  Now  this  sorrowing  sympa- 
thy of  the  maternal  heart,  in  the  afflictions  of 
the  children,  is  a  just  exponent  of  the  sad  and 
painful  emotion  of  the  "mother  in  Israel," 
over  the  depression,  affliction  or  persecution  of 
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the  cause  of  God.  She  trembles  at  the  judg- 
ments of  the  most  high,  when  they  fall  on  his 
recreant  children.  She  mourns  with  unfeigned 
sorrow,  when  "love  waxes  cold,"  and  many 
walk  no  more  with  the  great  Master.  Her 
heart  is  pained  when  the  gainsaying  of  the 
enemy  is  so  strong  and  terrible,  that  the  pru- 
dent hide  themselves  and  the  valiant  flee  away. 
She  trembles  with  apprehension,  when  the 
persecutor  robs  the  soldiers  of  the  cross  of  their 
weapons  of  defence,  as  king  Jabin  did  the 
hapless  Israelites.  She  grieves  and  weeps, 
when,  with  full  liberty,  few  come  to  the 
solemn  feasts  of  Zion;  but  her  tears  fall  like 
showers  when  Zion  is  plowed  like  a  field,  and 
the  temple  is  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the 
sacred  fire  burns  no  more  on  the  appointed 
altar.  Then  with  the  captive  tribes  she  pours 
forth  her  plaintive  song:  "We  hung  our  harps 
upon  the  willows ;  yea,  we  wept  when  we  re- 
membered Zion." 

Thirdly.  The  touching  appellation  of  our 
text,  particularly  in  its  historical  association, 
suggests  the  idea  of  earnest  study  and  inquiry, 
into  the  means  by  which  the  affliction  of  Zion 
may  be  relieved,  and  her  prosperity  promoted. 
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Devoted  love  and  cordial  sympathy,  can  not, 
in  their  very  nature,  rest  in  mere  emotion.  No 
one  is  so  fertile  in  expedients  to  relieve  and 
bless,  and  no  one  so  unwearied  in  their  appli- 
cation, as  a  kind  and  affectionate  mother. 
The  whole  range  of  the  dispensary  is  examined 
for  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  her  maternal 
charge.  She  pores  over  the  pages  of  moralists 
and  teachers  to  discover  the  most  effective 
methods  of  extirpating  or  smothering  the  weeds 
of  depravity,  and  of  cultivating  the  excellent 
and  amiable  graces  of  the  heart.  If  the  repu- 
tation of  her  children  is  assailed,  she  leaves 
no  effort  untried  to  defend  them  ;  and  to  secure 
their  prosperity,  she  encourages  their  hope, 
stimulates  their  ambition,  and  seeks  for  them 
the  highest  and  most  profitable  walks  of  life. 
Or,  if  the  maternal  heart  be  full  of  the  fire  of 
patriotism,  as  was  the  heart  of  Deborah,  she 
studies  to  kindle  the  sacred  flame  in  the  hearts 
of  her  offspring  and  kindred,  and  is  ready  to 
bind  the  helmet  on  their  brow,  and  to  put  the 
sword  in  their  hand,  to  achieve  or  to  defend 
the  liberty  of  their  country. 

And  this  is  the  prototype  of  the  "mother  in 
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and  longs  for  the  prosperity  of  the  church  of 
God.  Day  and  night  she  meditates  on  the 
methods  of  amelioration  or  progress.  Her  fre- 
quent inquiry  is;  what  can  be  done  to  build  the 
waste  places,  or  who  will  arise  and  bear  the 
standard  of  the  prince  into  the  dark  and  deso- 
late and  oppressed  territory  1  Her  constant 
prayer  is:  "Arise,  O  Lord;  Cast  forth  thy 
lightning,  and  scatter  thy  enemies ;  shoot  out 
thine  arrows  and  destroy  them.  O  Lord,  com- 
fort Zion.  Comfort  her  waste  places.  Make 
her  wilderness  like  Eden ;  her  desert  like  the 
garden  of  the  Lord." 

Fourthly.  I  may  remark  further,  that  the  as- 
sociation of  this  name  presents  the  idea  of  the 
need  and  value  of  undaunted  courage,  and  self- 
abnegation  in  the  service  of  the  Church. 

It  required  great  courage,  and  a  sacrifice  of 
feminine  delicacy,  in  Deborah,  to  leave  her 
retirement,  and  attend  Barak  to  the  exposure 
and  inconveniences  of  the  camp.  But  the 
necessities  of  the  occasion  seeming  to  demand 
it,  the  prophetess  hesitated  not  to  undertake 
the  task.  "  Barak  said  unto  her,  if  thou  wilt 
go  with  me,  then  I  will  go ;  but  if  thou  wilt 
not  go  with  me,  then  I  will  not  go.     And  she 


said,  I  will  surely  go  with  thee,  notwithstand- 
ing the  journey  that  thou  takest  shall  not  be 
for  thine  honor,  for  the  Lord  shall  sell  Sisera 
into  the  hand  of  a  woman."  And  this  pro- 
phecy was  fulfilled,  for  although  Deborah  went 
not  down  to  the  battle,  yet  Sisera  was  slain  by 
the  hand  of  the  patriotic  and  fearless  Jael,  the 
wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite.  With  a  spirit 
similar  to  that  of  Deborah,  the  "  mother  in  the 
spiritual  Israel/'  enters  into  the  interests  of 
the  cause  of  her  Master.  When  men  sleep  or 
are  inactive ;  when  they  are  so  fearful  or  so 
occupied,  or  so  deterred  by  danger  and  sacri- 
fice of  interest,  that  they  remain  at  home ; 
then  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  women,  sur- 
mounting their  natural  timidity  and  delicacy, 
sometimes  go  forth  alone,  with  little  encou- 
ragement from  their  proper  leaders,  and  adopt 
the  necessary  counsels,  and  do  the  work  and 
fight  the  battle.  Or,  more  often,  by  their 
solicitation  and  encouragement,  and  presence, 
the  valor  and  activity  of  their  husbands  and 
brothers  is  awakened  and  stirred  up,  and  as 
the  result,  the  corps  of  soldiers  or  laborers  is 
enlisted,  the  battle  is  carried  to  the  gates,  the 


enemy  defeated,  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  ac- 
complished. 

Fifthly.  And  this  leads  to  a  final  suggestion 
connected  with  the  honor  of  "a  mother  in 
Israel;"  which  is,  the  need  of  personal  exer- 
tion, indefatigable  labor,  and  even  severe  con- 
flict, in  vindicating  and  maintaining  the  cause 
of  spiritual  liberty  and  progress. 

Although  gentle  counsels  and  efforts  of 
reasoning,  deprecation  and  entreaty,  would 
have  been  in  harmony  with  the  benevolent 
and  womanly  feeling  of  this  female  judge  of 
Israel,  yet  the  enemy  and  the  opposer  were 
inaccessible  by  such  appeals  and  motives; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  necessary  to  meet  cruel 
tyranny  with  warlike  counsel,  and  the  spear 
of  the  enemy  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 
And  Deborah  hesitated  not  to  advise  the  last 
reason  of  kings,  the  dreadful  but  indispensa- 
ble expedient  of  war;  even  war  to  the  death. 
Thus  it  must  also  be  with  those  noble  mothers 
and  sisters  of  the  church  who  deplore  the 
tyranny  of  Satan  and  the  oppression  of  sin, 
and  sigh  and  pray  for  the  liberty  of  the  soul, 
to  approach  God  in  his  tabernacle  and  to  serve 
him    in   the   world.     Times  arise,  when  they 


must  put  forth  their  hand  to  the  work.  Times 
arise,  when  the  mothers  must  say  to  the  sons 
and  the  daughters,  "Let  us  arise  and  work  for 
God."  Fields  open  where  gentle  hearts  may 
preside,  and  tender  hands  may  do  the  work. 
Times  arise,  when  women,  may  go  forth,  to 
the  labors  of  charity,  the  sabbath  school,  the 
Dorcas  society,  the  Orphan  asylum,  to  scatter 
Bibles  and  tracts,  and  to  promote  missions  by 
pecuniary  efforts,  or  by  going  forth  to  teach  the 
heathen.  And  when  the  horrid  form  of  super- 
stition and  spiritual  tyranny  stalks  through  the 
land,  deceiving  and  intimidating  the  people, 
and  taking  its  position  in  the  temple  as  though 
it  were  God ;  who  shall  forbid  the  mothers  in 
Israel  to  invite  their  husbands  and  sons  to  gird 
on  the  sword  of  truth,  and  go  forth  to  battle, 
to  deliver  the  land  from  the  cruel,  relentless 
and  destroying  hydra? 


We  have  presented  to  you,  dear  brethren,  this 
series  of  suggestions  on  the  interposition  of 
Deborah  in  the  affairs  of  her  nation,  not  only  to 
illustrate  the  important  instrumentality  which 
godly  women  may  exert,  and  the  high  honor 


to  which  they  may  attain;  but  as  an  allusive 
description  of  the  character,  action  and  useful- 
ness of  one  of  the  mothers  of  this  church,  who 
has  lately  been  called  to  her  reward. 

Scarce  three  weeks  ago,  we  witnessed  her 
happy  death,  and  carried  her  remains  to  the 
beautiful  resting  place  of  the  dead,#  where  the 
whispering  forest,  and  the  babbling  brook  seem 
to  be  ever  repeating  the  praise  which  the  sur- 
rounding sleepers  were  wont  to  breathe.  "We 
now  invite  your  attention  to  some  reminis- 
cences of  her  life  and  character,  which  may 
remain  as  a  memento  to  the  surviving  members 
of  the  church,  and  prove  how  well  she  merited 
to  be  put  in  the  honored  category  of  the  mothers 
in  Israel. 

Our  departed  friend,  Mrs.  Hibertie  Pruyn, 
widow  of  the  late  David  Pruyn,  was  born  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  1773,  just  three  years 
before  the  declaration  of  our  American  Inde- 
pendence. She  was  the  daughter  of  Christo- 
pher Lansing,  of  this  city,  a  revolutionary 
patriot ;  a  man  amiable  in  disposition  and  affa- 
ble in  manners,  respected  for  his  Christian 
character  and  his  public  spirit,  and  worth  as  a 
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citizen.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  J.  Lansing 
and  of  Hibertie  Yates,  a  lady  distinguished  not 
only  for  her  personal  attractions,  but  also  by  the 
loveliest  Christian  graces,  and  who  with  her 
husband  educated  their  children  with  the  most 
scrupulous  regard  to  religious  principle. 

The  mother  of  the  deceased  was  Sarah  Van 
Schaick,  the  daughter  of  John  Van  Schaick 
and  of  Alida  Bogart,  well  known  and  highly 
respected  families  of  Dutch  descent,  and  both 
prominently  connected  with  our  Church. 

When  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  her  age, 
she  suffered  the  misfortune  of  losing  her  mother. 
But  that  excellent  mother  had  lived  long 
enough,  carefully  to  instil]  into  the  mind  of  her 
daughter  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  doctrines 
and  duties  of  our  holy  religion.  These  pa- 
rental efforts  were  blessed  by  the  God  of  the 
promises,  so  that  "from  a  child"  she  had 
a  most  tender  conscience  respecting  every  duty, 
and  lived  in  habits  of  scripture  reading  and 
prayer.  She  was  also,  according  to  the  good  old 
law  of  the  church,  thoroughly  taught  the  great 
truths  of  the  Christian  system,  by  a  careful 
course  of  catechetical  instruction  under  that 
eminent  divine,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eilardus  Westerlo. 


She  gave  early  and  most  satisfactory  evidence 
of  her  Christian  character,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  communion  of  the  church  shortly  after  the 
death  of  her  mother,  and  while  still  in  her  four- 
teenth year.  Her  youth  was  spent  in  domestic 
duties  in  her  father's  house,  in  sober  enjoy- 
ments, and  instructive  Christian  studies.  She 
abstained  almost  entirely  from  scenes  of 
worldly  amusement  and  gaiety.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  she  was  married,  the  ceremony 
having  been  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bas- 
sett,  then  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch 
Church  in  this  city.  Her  husband  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  oldest  Holland  families 
which  had  emigrated  from  the  mother  country. 
He  was  religiously  educated,  and  united  in  the 
communion  of  the  church  shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage. He  was  an  unassuming  but  highly  respect- 
ed citizen,  of  sterling  integrity  and  worth,  and 
a  steadfast  Christian,  whose  religious  attach- 
ments were  bound  up  in  the  Reformed  Protest- 
ant Dutch  Church.  He  was  early  inducted  into 
its  offices,  and  continued  to  serve  as  deacon  or 
elder,  almost  without  interruption,  to  the  very 
day  of  his  death,  at  which  time  he  was  the  senior 
elder  of  this  church.  On  the  day  that  their  house 


was  opened,  the  family  altar  was  erected,  and 
the  morning  and  evening  incense  never  ceased 
to  burn  upon  it  till  the  flame  of  life  was  extin- 
guished, and  both  were  laid  in  the  grave. 
Meetings  for  social  prayer  were  also  held  at 
their  house,  and  for  many  years  a  large  number 
of  the  members  of  the  church  were  wont  to 
resort  hither  for  that  purpose  .* 

The  spiritual  welfare  of  her  children  was  a 
subject  of  deep  anxiety  to  our  departed  mother 
in  Israel.  She  left  no  means  unemployed  to 
impress  their  hearts  with  the  paramount  import- 
ance of  divine  things.  She  formed  in  them  the 
habit  of  secret  devotion,  from  their  earliest 
years;  and  it  was  her  custom,  during  their 
childhood,  to  take  them  with  her  to  her  private 
devotions  daily,  commending  them  to  the 
divine  mercy,  and  teaching  them  how  to  pray. 
She  was  accustomed  to  say  to  them:  "You 
are  not  my  children  only,  but  you  belong 
to  the  Lord ;  I  have  dedicated  you  to  him  by 
baptism :  you  are  the  Lord's,  and  I  have  not  the 

*At  these  meetings,  the  voices  were  heard,  and  the 
graces  were  cultivated,  of  those  eminent  names  in  the 
church  of  Albany,  Derick  Zeeman,  Christian  Miller,  Jacob 
Lansing,  and  others,  who  have  all  entered   into  their  rest. 
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disposal  of  you."  And  she  often  repeated  to 
them  her  wish  and  hope,  that  they  should  early 
give  themselves  to  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  all 
their  lives.  She  continued  also  to  the  last  to 
manifest  the  same  solicitude  for  the  eternal 
welfare  of  her  grandchildren.  She  never  bade 
them  farewell,  for  any  considerable  separation, 
without  giving  them  good  counsel  and  charging 
them  not  to  forget  their  religious  duties. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  in  this  connection, 
as  illustrative  of  her  maternal  care  and  Christ- 
ian energy,  that,  finding  no  Catechism  in  the 
English  language  which  so  well  met  her  wishes 
and  views,  she  translated  a  favorite  Dutch  cate- 
chism for  the  use  of  her  children,  and  ever 
after  instructed  them  from  it. 

The  usual  habit  and  condition  of  her  mind, 
was  that  of  sincere  desire  for  the  communion  of 
God,  and  patient  waiting  for  his  blessing.  But 
in  the  year  1807,  about  twenty  years  after 
her  union  with  the  church,  she  became  strongly 
impressed  with  the  obligation  of  attempting  to 
reach  a  higher  degree  of  holiness  and  devo- 
tion. She  accordingly  renewed  the  dedication 
of  herself  to  God,  redoubled  her  Christian 
efforts,  and  endeavored  to  take  a  more  open 
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and  decided  stand  for  Christ  and  the  truth. 
Among  the  favorite  expressions  found  in  her 
diary  at  this  time,  from  which  I  have  been 
permitted  to  quote,  are  the  following:  "lam 
on  the  Lord's  side;"  and  spiritualizing  the 
expression  of  Amasa,  the  chief  of  David's 
captains:  "lam  thine,  O  David,  and  on 
thy  side,  thou  Son  of  Jesse."  Her  life  was 
now  eminently  a  life  of  prayer.  Her  closet 
was  her  beloved  retreat,  and  there  she  spent 
many  an  hour,  redeemed  from  her  daily  duties, 
in  sweet  and  holy  converse  with  her  Savior. 
She  had  at  this  time  three  regular  daily 
seasons  of  private  devotion,  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  at 
nine  in  the  evening. 

Five  years  after  the  period  of  which  we  have 
been  speaking,  the  Lord  visited  her  with  a  pre- 
cious season  of  spiritual  enjoyment.  It  com- 
menced with  a  deep  and  unusual  sense  of 
personal  unworthiness,  and  a  consciousness  of 
guilt  which  almost  staggered  her  faith.  She 
sought,  by  prayer  and  the  appointed  means  of 
grace,  some  witness  of  the  Spirit,  that  though 
her  sins  were  red  like  crimson,  yet  the  Lord  had 
blotted  them  all  from  the  book  of  his  remem- 


brance.  She  again  renewed  her  covenant  to  be 
the  Lord's  wholly,  and  to  be  his  alone.  And 
erelong  the  Lord  heard  her  requests,  and  she 
was  enabled  to  say  with  confidence:  "The 
Lord  is  my  God  and  Father,  and  lam  his  child, 
redeemed  by  the  blood  of  his  Son,  and  renewed 
by  his  Spirit."  She  now  enjoyed,  bright 
manifestations  of  the  love  of  God,  had  sweet 
communion  with  him,  and  could  appropriate 
to  herself  the  divine  declaration:  "I  have  loved 
thee  with  an  everlasting  love,  therefore  with 
loving  kindness  have  I  drawn  thee."  The  full 
assurance  of  faith  was  hers.  Her  views  of 
heavenly  things  were  clear  and  bright.  She 
seemed  to  be  lifted  up  above  the  earth,  and  to 
enjoy  blissful  foretastes  of  the  heavenly  world. 
She  could  now  say :  "  In  the  shadow  of  thy 
wings  will  I  rejoice ; "  "  My  soul  doth  magnify 
the  Lord,  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my 
Savior;"  "Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear 
God,  and  I  will  declare  unto  you  what  he 
hath  done  for  my  soul ; "  "  The  Lord  Jehovah 
is  my  strength  and  my  salvation,  in  him  will 
I  trust.  He  also  shall  be  my  song  in  the  house 
of  my  pilgrimage."  And  often  she  sung  with 
eyes  beaming  with  tears  of  gratitude : 


"  Why  was  /  made  to  hear  thy  voice, 
And  enter  while  there's  room, 
While  thousands  make  a  wretched  choice, 
And  rather  starve  than  come?  " 

Also  the  hymn  commencing: 

"  Amazing  grace,  how  sweet  the  sound 
That  saved  a  wretch  like  me." 

And  the  116th  Psalm  : 

"  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord, 
For  all  his  kindness  shown  ? 
My  feet  shall  visit  thine  abode, 
My  voice  address  thy  throne." 

It  seemed  to  her  as  if  she  were  permitted  to 
lie  on  the  bosom  of  the  Saviour,  and  exclaim : 
"  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  things,  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee;"  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth."  Sometimes  heaven  seemed  to  be  very 
near,  and  she  almost  desired  to  die  and  be  with 
the  Lord,  and  she  could  breathe :  "  Though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death 
I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me  thy 
rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me ;  "  and  she 
took  great  delight  in  repeating  Doddrige's  dying 
song,  beginning  thus : 

"  While  on  the  verge  of  life  I  stand, 
And  view  the  scene  on  either  hand, 
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My  spirit  struggles  with  its  clay, 
And  longs  to  wing  its  flight  away. 
Where  Jesus  dwells  my  soul  would  be; 
It  faints,  my  much-loved  Lord  to  see; 
Earth,  twine  no  more  about  my  heart, 
For  better  far  'tis  to  depart. 

From  her  early  childhood  she  loved  the  church 
and  the  ministrations  of  the  divine  word.  No- 
thing but  infirmity  or  necessity  ever  kept  her 
from  the  house  of  God.  She  was  a  most  atten- 
tive and  appreciating  hearer.  And  when  a 
Saviour's  love  and  God's  work  of  grace  were 
discussed,  her  mind  was  absorbed  in  the  con- 
templation of  these  great  truths  of  the  gospel. 
The  communion  sabbaths  were  particularly  pre- 
cious and  delightful  to  her.  Under  a  commun- 
ion sermon  on  the  text,  "  When  Christ,  who  is 
our  life,  shall  appear,  we  shall  also  appear 
with  him  in  glory,"  she  appears  to  have  been 
most  deeply  impressed  with  her  own  unworthi- 
ness,  and  with  the  goodness  and  love  of  her 
glorified  Redeemer.  Her  reflections  appear 
from  her  diary  at  this  period,  to  have  been  for 
a  long  time,  of  an  unusually  solemn  and  devo- 
tional character.  Her  interest  in  the  church 
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and  its  ministry  was  warm  and  unabating.    She 
was  earnest  and  constant  in  prayer  for  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  on  the  church,  and  for  the 
success  of  the  means  of  grace.     She  mourned 
over  the   unconverted,   and   plead  with   tears 
that  they  might  be  turned   to  God.     She  was 
pained  by  the  delinquencies  of  God's  professed 
friends,  and  entreated  Him  that  they  might  be 
aroused  to  an  earnest  spirit  of  devotion.     She 
loved  the  ministry,  and  could  not  brook  to  hear 
it  evil  spoken  of.     In  her  advanced  age    she 
regarded  her  minister  with  the  warmth  of  a 
mother's  affection,  cheered  him  by  every  mark 
of  forbearance  and  encouragement,  and  rebuked 
those  who  purposely  or  thoughtlessly  weakened 
his   hands.     She    was   indeed    "a   mother   in 
Israel,"  and  her  pastor  could  not  feel  other  than 
sentiments  of  filial  affection  and  veneration  for 
her. 

Her  labors  and  sacrifices  for  religion  were 
well  known  to  her  friends.  Her  first  and  con- 
tinuing labor  was,  the  promotion  of  a  spirit  of 
prayer  and  communion  among  the  members  of 
the  church.  We  have  seen  that  from  the  out- 
set she  opened  her  doors  for  such  services. 
Besides  this  she  accepted  the  invitation  of  a 


beloved  friend  and  relative,*  to  meet  weekly  at 
her  house  with  a  few  others,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  prayer  and  mutual  edification. 
Their  exercises  generally  consisted  in  consider- 
ing the  bearing  and  purpose  of  their  pastor's 
last  sermon;  in  statements  of  each  other's 
recent  spiritual  reflections;  in  prayer  for  God's 
presence  and  blessing,  and  occasionally  the 
reading  of  a  select  practical  sermon.  No  secu- 
lar conversation  was  allowed  at  these  meetings, 
and  they  ceased  only  when  the  death  of  some, 
and  the  infirmity  of  others,  rendered  their  con- 
tinuance impracticable.  Would  to  God  that 
such  meetings  were  more  frequent  in  the 
church!  In  1820,  when  a  precious  revival 
was  blessing  the  church,  and  a  large  number 
of  the  younger  portion  of  her  sex  were  brought 
under  religious  exercises,  she  interested  herself 
in  their  progress,  became  their  spiritual  adviser, 
and  invited  them  to  her  house,  for  the  purpose  of 

*  The  late  Mrs.  Christian  Miller.  The  other  individuals 
constituting  this  devotional  circle,  in  addition  to  those 
named,  were  Miss  Annatje  Pruyn,  Mrs.  Thalimer,  Mrs. 
John  S.  Pruyn,  Miss  Margaret  Quackenbush,  and  occa- 
sionally Mrs.  Isaac  H.  Bogart,  all  names  well  known  to  the 
older  members  of  this  church. 


spiritual  conference  and  prayer.  This  meeting 
was  signally  blest.  There  was  cultivated  in  it 
a  mutual  feeling  of  kindness,  and  Christian 
beneficence,  which  greatly  promoted  the  reli- 
gious progress  of  all. 

In  1808,  she  joined  with  several  other 
benevolent  ladies,  in  forming  the  first  associa- 
tion in  Albany  for  the  benefit  of  orphans,  called 
the  Ladies'  Orphan  Society.  The  associa- 
tion raised  the  funds,  caused  a  building  to  be 
erected,  engaged  a  matron,  and  took  twenty- 
five  orphans,  whom  they  clothed,  subsisted 
and  educated,  and  then  placed  in  suitable 
positions  in  society.  Our  mother  in  Israel 
also  took  an  active  part  in  organizing  the  first 
Female  Bible  Society  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
and  subsequently  joined  in  the  labor  of  distri- 
bution through  the  city.  In  1815,  the  City 
Dorcas  Society  was  formed,  of  which  she  was 
an  active  originator  and  manager.  In  this 
service  she  was  a  visitor  of  the  sick  and  an 
almoner    of  charity   to   the  destitute. 

About  the  same  time,  also,  a  female  mission- 
ary society  within  the  church  was  projected,  of 
which  she  was  made  the  presiding  officer,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  its  labors. 


In  the  same  year  she  joined  with  several 
other  ladies,*  in  forming  the  plan  of  a  general 
sabbath  school,  for  neglected  female  adults  and 
children.  She  was  appointed  its  superintendent 
or  first  directress,  and  having  invited  the  coope- 
ration of  other  churches,  two  schools  were  esta- 
blished, one  in  the  south  and  one  in  the  north 
part  of  the  city,  which  were  opened  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  sabbath  after  the  close  of 
divine  service.  This  was  the  first  organized 
sabbath  school  effort  in  our  city. 

In  1830  she  took  an  interest  in  the  labor  of 
tract  distribution,  and  devoted  herself  to  this 
duty  as  far  as  her  strength  would  permit. 
She  made  it  her  rule  as  far  as  possible  to  have 
some  religious  conversation  with  every  person  to 
whom  she  gave  a  tract;  endeavoring  to  com- 
mend and  impress  the  great  truths  of  the 
gospel,  which  these  unpretending  messengers 
presented :  and  there  are  not  a  few,  who,  to 
this  day,  remember  with  gratitude  her  kindness 
and  faithfulness.  This  was  the  last  labor  of  a 
public  nature  in  which  our  departed  sister  par- 

*  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Cooper,  and  Mrs.  Miller,  Miss  Pruyn, 
and  Miss  Quackenbush,  already  spoken  of. 
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ticipated.  After  suffering  many  severe  attacks  of 
disease,  she  was  prostrated  with  a  long-conti- 
nued illness,  from  which  she  never  so  far  re- 
covered as  to  engage  in  further  efforts  of  this 
character. 

I  may  add  to  this  account  some  traits  of 
her  personal  character. 

She  appeared  to  be  constitutionally  of  an 
amiable,  mild  and  remarkably  equable  tempe- 
rament ;  uniformly  considerate,  kind,  forbear- 
ing and  forgiving.  This  native  felicity  of  dis- 
position, was  heightened  and  improved  by 
grace,  so  as  to  make  her  one  of  the  most 
loving  and  lovely  of  characters. 

She  was  a  cheerful  Christian,  of  affable 
manners,  pleasing  to  the  young  as  well  as  to 
the  old. 

She  was  a  resolute  Christian.  What  she 
thought  right  to  be  done,  that  she  did  not 
hesitate  or  defer  to  perform.  She  was  ready 
to  take  up  her  cross  and  to  follow  her  Saviour, 
through  evil  as  well  as  through  good  report. 

She  was  a  charitable  Christian.  She  believed 
that  the  children  of  God  were  found  in  other 
churches  beside  her  own.  She  believed  that 
true  piety  might  coexist  with  many  lamented 


infirmities.  She  never  imputed  bad  motives, 
where  good  ones  were  possible.  She  readily- 
excused  the  errors  of  inexperience  and  igno- 
rance. She  never  repeated  a  calumny,  and 
reproved  those  who  did. 

She  was  a  patient  Christian.  For  considera- 
bly more  than  thirty  years,  she  was  burdened 
with  infirmity,  and  often  within  this  time 
brought  to  the  borders  of  the  grave.  During 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  long  period,  she  was 
prevented  from  attending  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary,  except  at  intervals,  sometimes  sepa- 
rated for  a  year  or  more,  and  for  several  of  the 
last  years  of  her  life  scarcely  at  all.  Yet  she 
was  never  heard  to  utter  a  murmuring,  or 
scarcely  a  complaining  word. 

She  was  a  grateful  Christian.  It  was  her 
delight  to  dwell  on  the  goodness  of  God. 
She  saw  in  every  aspect  of  Divine  Providence 
a  smile  of  paternal  mercy,  and  felt  her  heart 
respond  with  an  emotion  of  praise.  She 
"  counted  the  afflictions  of  the  present  time 
not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory 
that  should  follow." 

She  was  a  humble  Christian.  This  was 
exemplified  in  the  unpretending  character  of 


her  efforts ;  in  repelling  all  commendation  of 
her  services;  in  refusing  all  eulogy  of  her 
apparent  virtues ;  and  in  wishing  that  any  allu- 
sion to  her  memory  after  her  death,  might  be 
of  the  simplest  character. 

Towards  the  close  of  life,  she  was  deeply 
impressed  with  the  rapid  approach  of  her  last 
hour,  and  wished  to  redeem  the  time,  and  to 
spend  her  remaining  moments  in  holy  thoughts 
and  in  spiritual  associations.  Not  many  days 
before  her  death,  a  few  Christian  females  having 
met  accidentally  at  her  house,  "  Come,"  said 
she,  "let  us  have  a  little  prayer  meeting."  All 
consenting,  and  requesting  her  to  name  a  hymn, 
she  selected  that  beautiful  prayer,  beginning, 
"  Oh,  for  a  closer  walk  with  God." 

Her  last  illness  was  brief.  Although  it  had 
been  of  somewhat  an  alarming  character  for 
several  days,  the  crisis  was  sudden.  She 
was  violently  seized  in  the  night,  and,  almost 
before  medical  aid  could  be  summoned,  sunk 
into  a  state  resembling  a  calm  and  quiet  slum- 
ber. When  roused,  she  was  perfectly  ralional, 
but  could  not  sustain  a  conversation.  Yet 
still  she  answered,  in  emphatic  monosyllables, 
every  question  in  relation  to  her  spiritual  state. 


She  was  asked  by  her  pastor  whether  she  felt 
the  Saviour  to  be  precious ;  whether  her  faith 
was  strong  in  his  promises;  whether  her  hope 
was  steadfast  and  consoling ;  whether  heaven 
appeared  glorious  to  her  ?  to  all  of  which  she 
answered,  unhesitatingly  and  emphatically, 
"Yes!  Oh,  yes!" 

Having  blessed  her  children,  and  grand- 
children, she  almost  literally  slept  in  Jesus, 
and  was  no  more. 

Thus  passed  away,  in  the  full  hope  of  a 
blessed  immortality,  one  whose  memory  will 
be  a  rich  perfume  in  the  church  of  God,  as 
long  as  the  generation  that  knew  her  shall 
last;  yes,  as  long  as  her  name  and  virtues 
shall  be  remembered.  Oh,  that  her  mantle 
may  fall  upon  and  adorn  her  children  and  her 
children's  children.  Oh,  that  there  may  arise 
many  such  eminent  Christians  in  the  church, 
whose  shining  qualities,  and  wise  counsels, 
and  successful  exertions  in  the  cause  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  shall  entitle  them  to  the 
more  than  empress-title,  "A  Mother  in  Israel." 

God  grant  it,  for  Christ's  sake.     Amen. 


The  hymns  used  on  this  occasion  were  as  fol- 
lows :     The  90th  Psalm,  2d  part, 

"  Our  God,  our  help,  in  ages  past, 
Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 
Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 
And  our  eternal  home." 


The  727th  Hymn,  verses  1,  2,  and  3, 
"  Hear  what  the  voice  from  heaven  proclaims 
For  all  the  pious  dead, 
Sweet  is  the  savour  of  their  names, 

And  soft  their  sleeping  bed." 

#  #  *  * 

The  731st  Hymn,  verses  1,  2,  3  and  5, 

"  How  bless'd  the  righteous  when  he  dies, 
When  sinks  a  weary  soul  to  rest, 
How  mildly  beam  the  closing  eyes, 

How  gently  heaves  the  expiring  breast" 


APPENDIX. 


The  funeral  services  of  Mrs.  Pruyn,  took  place  at  the 
Second  (Old  South)  Dutch  Church  in  Beaver  street,  on 
Monday  afternoon  the  3d  of  September,  1S55,  and  were 
largely  attended.  The  hearse  with  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased, followed  by  carriages  containing  her  immediate 
family,  left  her  late  residence  at  the  corner  of  North 
Pearl  and  Patroon  streets  a  short  time  before  the  hour 
fixed  for  the  funeral,  and  was  met  at  the  Consistory 
Room  adjoining  the  church  grounds,  by  the  pall  bear- 
ers*, and  the  invited  clergymen  and  physicians,!  in  scarfs. 
The  coffin  was  placed  in  the  centre  aisle  of  the  church, 
near  the  pulpit,  the  attending  clergymen  being  seated 
on  either  side.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Wyckoff,  the  pastor  of  the  church,  who  after  prayer 
and  the  singng  of  the  hymn  commencing  "  Hear  what 
the  voice  from  Heaven  proclaims,;};"  by  the  choir  and 

*  Gideon  Hawley,  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  Philip  Phelps,  Jacob  Lansing,  John 
Q.  Wilson,  Abraham  F.  Lansing,  Henry  Newman  and  Herman  Ten 
Eyck. 

t  The  venerable  and  highly  esteemed  William  Bay,  M.  D.,  whose  age 
corresponded  within  a  few  months  with  that  of  Mks.  Prcyn,  and  who 
had  been  her  attending  physician  for  about  thirty-five  years,  was  present. 
His  kind  and  devoted  professional  attentions  to  the  deceased,  and  espe- 
cially during  her  last  illness,  are  gratefully  remembered  by  her  children. 

I  To  the  tune  of  "  China,"  which  was  a  favorite  air  of  the  deceased. 
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congregation,  accompanied  by  the  organ,  delivered  the 
following  address : 

Dear  Brethren  and  Friends  —  The  proprieties  of  time 
and  circumstances,  forbid  that  I  should  detain  you  long 
with  any  remarks  on  the  event  which  has  assembled 
us  this  afternoon,  in  this  place.  And  both  you  and  I 
may  submit  to  this  brevity  the  more  readily,  as  I  intend, 
God  willing,  in  due  time  to  prepare  a  discourse  on  the 
character  of  the  deceased.  But  I  could  not  suffer  the 
occasion  to  pass  without  a  few  reminiscences  of  my  de- 
parted friend,  whom  I  regarded  as  a  mother,  and  who 
always  treated  me  with  the  affection  of  a  mother,  as 
well  as  with  the  respect  due  to  a  pastor.  The  most  of 
you  are  aware  that  Mrs.  Pruyn,  who  bore  the  bap- 
tismal name  of  Hibertie,  was  the  widow  of  my  vene- 
rated friend  and  the  faithful  servant  of  the  church  for 
long  years,  David  Pruyn.  Of  him,  I  have  only  now  to 
say,  that  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  church  as  deacon 
or  elder  —  in  every  change  of  ministry  from  the  time 
of  Dr.  Bassett,  until  the  dissolution  of  the  collegiate 
charge —  and  was  always  a  warm  friend  of  his  minister, 
and  an  earnest  defender  of  orthodox  doctrine.  Mrs. 
Pruyn  was  introduced  into  the  communion  of  the 
church  in  her  fourteenth  year,  having  been  exercised 
with  divine  things  almost  from  the  dawn  of  reason  — 
under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Westerlo.  She  was  one 
of  the  last  class  catechised  and  examined  in  the 
Dutch  language,  and  was  at  her  death,  the  last  indi- 
vidual in  our  communion  who  could  converse  fluently 
on  spiritual  subjects  in  that  rich,  and  expressive  lan- 
guage. She  had  attained  the  great  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  one  month,  and  six  days,  and  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  church,  and  the  last  one  of  those  who, 
on  the  separation  of  the  churches,  identified  herself  with 
this,  the  Second  Dutch  Church. 
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Mrs.  Pruyn  was  the  only  remaining  member  of  a  select 
prayer-meeting,  organized  sixty-six  years  ago,  and  of 
which  Annatje*  Pruyn,  Mrs.  C.  Miller,  and  Mrs.  Thali- 
mer  were  members. 

In  her  house,  too,  a  later  association  of  praying 
females  was  organized,  which  is  continued  in  the 
church  to  this  day. 

It  is  another  tribute  of  honor  to  the  deceased,  that  in 
1815,  in  company  with  the  late  Mr's.  Christian  Miller, 
and  other  pious  ladies,  she  originated  the  first  general 
Sabbath  School  in  our  part  of  the  country,  —  the  third 
in  the  United  States  of  America ;  Mrs.  Ball  having  pre- 
viously commenced  one  in  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Upfold 
one  for  colored  people  in  our  city. 

It  describes  the  whole  character  of  my  beloved  and 
venerated  friend  to  say  —  that  she  was  a  Christian  in 
the  most  eminent  sense.  She  was  a  Christian,  intelli- 
gent as  to  the  great  truths  of  the  gospel,  and  ardently 
attached  to  the  doctrines  of  sovereign  grace. 

She  was  a  conscientious  Christian,  —  fulfilling  her 
Christian  engagements  by  the  most  unremitting  attend- 
ance, when  in  health,  on  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and 
all  the  religious  and  benevolent  associations  with  which 
she  was  connected. 

She  was  a  devout  and  prayerful  Christian.  In  her 
family,  and  the  female  prayer  meeting,  she  was  always 
ready  to  take  her  part. 

She  was  an  active  Christian.  In  the  Sabbath  School 
she  was,  from  the  commencement,  for  three  years  direct- 
ress and  teacher,  and  in  every  Christian  labor  that 
her  sex  could  perform,  she  was  foremost  and  indefati- 
gable. 

She  was  a  charitable  Christian.     There  was  no  bigo- 


*  Anna — Dutch  Annatje. 
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try  in  her  piety.  She  recognized  the  children  of  God  in 
every  denomination. 

She  was  a  kind  and  liberal  Christian.  To  the  church 
and  the  poor,  she  always  dealt  liberally  of  the  property 
she  controlled. 

She  was  an  exemplary  Christian  wife,  who  always 
put  honor  upon  her  husband,  and  fully  sustained  her 
share  of  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  the  fa- 
mily. 

She  was  an  exemplary  Christian  mother,  ■— taking 
her  children  daily,  and  ofttimes  more,  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  endeavoring  by  all  means  to  win  them  to 
Christ. 

She  was  an  affectionate  Christian  neighbor,  —  ever 
ready  to  sympathize  in  the  afflictions  of  others,  and 
ever  ready  to  offer  to  them  her  counsels  and  aid. 

She  was  a  most  considerate  Christian  parishoner, 
sympathizing  deeply  in  the  solicitudes  of  her  minister, 
overlooking  any  apparent  neglect,  though  so  aged  and 
infirm,  — *  and  making  due  allowance  for  his  multiplied 
labors  and  cares.  She  cheered  her  pastor  by  her  uni* 
form  kindness  —  and  defended  him  against  unfavorable 
suggestions. 

In  her  death,  the  church  has  lost  an  eminent  disci- 
ple and  faithful  intercessor -—her  pastor  a  most  attached 
and  generous  friend,  like  whom  not  many  are  found  in 
any  church — her  children  the  counsel  of  a  mind  full  of 
wisdom  and  love,  and  the  prayers  of  a  heart  that  yearn- 
ed, oh,  how  deeply,  for  their  salvation. 

But  great  as  is  our  loss,  shall  we  indulge  regret,  that 
she  is  removed  from  us  ?  God  forbid.  She  had  filled 
the  measure  of  her  days.  She  had  accomplished  the 
mission  on  which  she  was  sent.  She  could  say,  "  Lord, 
now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace." 

Her  death  was  gentle,  calm  and  peaceful 


"  As  fades  a  summer  cloud  away, 
As  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er, 
As  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day, 
As  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore." 

Filial  love  may  weep  over  a  beloved  mother  and 
grandmother,  whose  affectionate  face  shall  be  seen  no 
more. 

Friendship  may  sigh  at  the  thought  that  her  kind 
greeting  and  words  of  encouragement  shall  no  more  be 
heard.  The  church  feels  sadness,  that  it  has  lost  a  con- 
stant and  earnest  intercessor  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

But  none  would  recall  the  departed  spirit.  No ; 
church,  friends,  and  children  will  join  in  the  apostrophe, 

"  Happy  soul,  thy  days  are  ended, 
All  thy  mourning  days  helow  ; 
Go,  by  angel  guards  attended^ 
To  the  sight  of  Jesus  go. 
Waiting  to  receive  thy  spirit 
Lo,  the  Saviour  stands  above^ 
Shows  the  purchase  of  his  merit, 
Riches,  and  the  crown  of  Love." 


The  burial  service  recently  reported  by  the  ttev'd  Dr 
Bethune  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Church,  as 
part  of  its  revised  liturgy,  was  on  this  occasion  read  for 
the  first  time  in  this  city. 

Another  hymn  was  then  sung,  and  the  services  were 
closed  with  the  apostolic  benediction. 

After  this  the  body  was  again  placed  upon  the  hearse, 
and,  accompanied  by  the  pall  bearers,  and  the  family  and 
friends  of  the  deceased,  was  carried  to  the  Albany  Rural 
Cemetery,  to  be  interred  in  the  family  burial  lot. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  journals  of  the 
day: 

[From  the  Albany  Express  of  September  3d,  1855.] 

Death  of  a  Venerable  Albany  Lady — The  First  Sun- 
day Schools. — In  the  proper  column  is  recorded  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Hibertie  Lansing  Pruyn  (widow  of  David 
Pruyn,  deceased),  who  expired  yesterday  morning  at  an 
advanced  age.  She  was  one  of  the  few  remaining 
ladies  in  this  city  whose  youth  goes  hack  to  Revolu- 
tionary times,  and  we  are  so  happy  as  to  have  in  our 
possession  a  few  interesting  facts  in  reference  to  so 
venerable  and  estimable  a  person. 

Mrs.  Pruyn  was,  it  is  believed,  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  the  oldest  member  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church  in  this  city,  having  joined  its  communion 
sixty-seven  years  since,  under  the  ministry  of  that  dis- 
tinguished divine,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Westerlo.  An  invalid  for 
forty  }^ears  and  confined  to  her  house  for  the  last  fifteen 
years  of  her  life,  but  little  suffering  attended  her  last 
hours,  which  were  sustained  by  the  comforts  and  conso- 
lations of  the  religion  of  which  she  had  been  for  so 
many  years  an  honored  and  self-sacrificing  disciple. 

We  published  a  few  days  since  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  Mrs.  Upfold,  the  mother  of  the  distinguished 
Bishop  of  Indiana,  was  the  first  to  establish  a  Sunday 
School  in  this  city,  and  in  this  country.  The  school 
which  she  and  her  husband,  then  conducting  a  large 
and  excellent  day  school,  established,  was  for  the  free 
instruction  of  colored  children,  and  was  open  on  Sunday 
evening.  The  first  regular  Sunday  School,  as  it  is  now 
known  among  us,  was  organized  in  this  city  by  Mrs. 
Pruyn.  In  this  pious  and  excellent  labor  she  was  assist- 
ed by  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Cooper,  who  still  survives,  and  by 
Mrs.  Christian  Miller,  deceased.     In  1815,  Mrs.  Pruyn 


visited  New  York  and  procured  the  necessary  books 
and  forms  which  were  used  in  a  Sunday  School  then 
established  in  that  city.  On  her  return  she  opened 
two  regular  Sunday  Schools ;  one  in  the  north,  and 
the  other  in  the  south  part  of  the  city.  These  were 
soon  merged  into  one,  which  through  the  influence  of 
Mrs.  Cooper,  were  furnished  with  the  necessary  rooms 
by  the  liberality  of  the  late  Governor  Tayler,  in  a  build_ 
ing  in  Green  street,  then  owned  by  him.  This  school 
was  superintended  by  Mrs.  Pruyn  for  more  than  three 
years,  and  was  eminently  successful.  From  the  outset,  it 
was  almost  wholly  under  the  management  of  teachers 
connected  with  the  Middle  (Old  South)  Dutch  Church  to 
which  it  was  soon  added.  This  was  the  first  Sunday 
School  in  Albany,  and  excepting  those  in  New  York, 
probably  the  first  in  the  country. 

Mrs.  Pruyn  was  a  person  of  great  dignity  and  sim- 
plicity of  character,  of  winning  manners,  and  of  much 
intelligence.  The  few  facts  we  have  mentioned,  prove 
that  her  piety  was  of  that  practical  and  useful  charac- 
ter, which  leaves  behind  not  only  a  blessed  memory, 
but  evidences  the  most  substantial  and  enduring. 

[From  the  Evening  Journal  of  September  4th,  1856.] 
The  Use  of  a  Liturgy. — At  a  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune, 
formerly  of  Philadelphia,  but  now  residing  in  Brooklyn, 
was  chairman,  to  prepare  a  form  of  burial  service  for 
the  Dutch  Church.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  the  committee  reported  a  form  of  service,  which 
remains  to  be  acted  upon.  At  the  burial  of  the  late  Mrs. 
David  Pruyn  from  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  yesterday, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckoff,  deeming  it  an  occasion  of  unusual 
interest  and  solemnity,  she  having  been  the  oldest  com- 


municant  in  his  congregation  and  the  last  surviving 
member  of  the  original  founders  of  the  church,  used  the 
service  prepared  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Bethune.     It  is  beautiful,  solemn  and  impressive. 

[From  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  New  York.] 

"  Honorable  Women." — In  another  column  will  be 
found  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  David 
Pruyn,  of  Albany,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckoff,  of  that  city. 
As  the  influence  of  pious  females  has  always  proved 
highly  efficient  and  salutary,  it  is  right  and  wholesome 
to  applaud  it,  especially  when  it  has  been  signalized,  as 
in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Pruyn  and  others,  by  patient  and 
self-denying  labors,  resulting  in  wide  spread  and  lasting- 
benefits. 

As  reference  is  made  in  Dr.  Wyckoff 's  address,  to  the 
origin  of  the  Sabbath  School  movement  in  this  country, 
we  deem  it  a  fit  occasion  to  state  some  facts,  not  gene- 
rally known,  respecting  the  first  projectors  of  that  form 
of  benevolence.  As  early  as  1791,  Mrs.  Isabella  Gra- 
ham, whose  remarkable  and  useful  life  has  left  a  lasting 
impress  upon  the  world,  opened  in  this  city  a  Sabbath 
School  class  for  girls  and  misses,  whom  she  taught  from 
the  Sacred  Scriptures.  At  that  time  such  form  of  reli- 
gious labor  was  altogether  novel  among  our  churches. 
But  the  example  of  that  eminent  Christian  woman  was 
speedily  imitated  by  others,  and  honorable  women,  not  a 
few,  engaged  in  similar  exertions  for  the  religious  educa- 
tion of  the  young. 

The  first  regular  Sabbath  School,  after  the  Robert 
Raikes  plan,  was  opened  in  this  city  by  Mrs.  Joanna 
Bethune,  daughter  of  Isabella  Graham,  and  mother  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune,  of  Brooklyn.  This  was  opened 
in  Dr.  Romeyn's  church,  and  was  confined  mainly  to  the 
poor  and  neglected  children  of  the  streets.     After  the 


removal  of  her  husband,  Divie  Bethune,  to  Greenwich, 
then  in  the  country  and  remote  from  any  church,  Mrs. 
Bethune  fitted  up  an  outer  building  for  a  Sabbath  School 
room,  into  which  she  collected  the  poorer  children  of 
the  neighborhood.  These  pioneer  efforts  preceded, 
and  probably  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  New  York 
Sabbath  School  Society,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Bethune,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Colgate,  and  other  pious  ladies. 
The  opposition  which  at  first  arose  to  this  species  of 
labor  gradually  subsided  as  its  fruits  became  visible,  and 
now  behold  what  from  these  small  beginnings  hath  God 
wrought !  Mrs.  Ball,  a  lady  of  large  Christian  culture 
and  intelligent  zeal,  was  a  member  of  the  Middle  Dutch 
Church,  of  this  city,  and  has  entered  into  rest. 

Mrs.  Joanna  Bethune,  now  in  her  87th  year,  still  sur- 
vives, and  is  beyond  doubt  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
women  in  our  city. 

Through  her  entire  life  she  has  directed  her  energies 
and  solicitudes  to  the  instruction  of  the  young.  Before 
the  American  Sunday  School  Union  was  formed,  and 
since,  she  has  prepared  a  great  number  of  little  books  of 
various  grades,  to  facilitate  the  business  of  instruction. 
Her  Grammar  of  the  English  tongue,  by  its  clear  and 
simple  method,  secured  no  little  encomium  at  the  date 
of  its  issue,  and  her  several  Sabbath  School  books,  have 
scarcely  been  surpassed  in  merit  by  any  later  hand. 
Mrs.  B.  still  retains  her  connection  with  the  New  York 
Orphan  Asylum,  as  first  directress,  a  position  which  she 
has  held  and  filled  with  high  ability  ever  since  that 
institution  was  opened.  After  a  long  and  eventful  life, 
she  still  retains  an  unusual  degree  of  bodily  health,  and 
although  her  memory  of  recent  events  will  sometimes 
falter,  she  nevertheless  retains  in  pleasing  recollection, 
the  facts  and  events  of  earlier  days.  Her  personal 
acquaintance  with  Washington,  Hamilton,  Jay,  and 
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other  magnates  of  patriot  times,  impart  a  peculiar 
charm  and  interest  to  her  conversation  now,  and  fami- 
liar as  she  has  been,  her  life  long,  with  the  benevolent 
movements  of  the  church,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to 
hear  her  discourse,  without  regarding  her  as  a  living 
history  worthy  of  all  the  reverence  due  to  an  Oracle  of 
the  Past.* 


*  The  statement  that  Mrs.  Bethuxe  was  the  first  directress  from  the 
outset,  of  the  Orphan  Asylum,  was  corrected  in  the  next  number  of  the 
Intelligencer,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  "  Mrs.  Sarah  Hoffman,  an  emi- 
inently  pious  and  intelligent  lady,  first  held  this  Office,  in  wliich  she 
was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Hamilton  (widow  of  the  gi'eat  Alexander  Hahril- 
ton),  who  closed  her  distinguished  and  most  honorable  life  a  year  or  so 
since,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-severn  Mrs.  Bethune  succeeded 
Mrs.  Hamilton  on  the  transfer  of  that  venerable  woman's  residence  trj 
the  city  of  Washington." 
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FROM  THE  FORM  FOR 
"  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD." 

0,  Merciful  GrdD  and  Father  of"  our  Lord  Jesus  ChrIst, 
suffer  none  of  us  to  live  without  godliness,  and  to  die  with- 
out hope,  but  constrain  us  mightily  by  thy  love,  that  we  being 
renewed  by  thy  grace,  and  accepted  through  christ's  inter- 
cession, may  walk  before  thee  in  newness  of  life,  and  praise 
thee  forever  among  the  assembly  of  the  elect,  where  there 
shall  be  no  more  death,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee 
away;  Which  we  implore  for  the  sAke  of  him  who  has  taught 

US  TO  SAY : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name,  thy 
kingdom  come,  thy  wtll  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven, 
give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive  us  our  debts  as 
ave  forgive  our  debtors,  and  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but 
deliver  us  from  evifc,  for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power 
and  the  glory,  forever,     amen. 


